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Session Coordinators (Name, Position, Organization, email, mobile humber):

- Julien Katchinoff, Team Lead, OES/ECW Water Team, US Department of State,
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Session Description including objectives and expected outcomes (500 words maximum):

Nearly half of the world’s population lives in transboundary basins, which cover more than 45% of the world’s
surface. While it is generally acknowledged that transboundary basins require coordinated management and
sustainable development, the lack of sufficient and reliably available financial resources often puts this at
risk'.

This risk is real. According to the second reporting exercise on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) indicator
6.5.2 (UNECE/UNESCO/UN-Water, 2021), which was undertaken in 2020-2021 and measures the proportion of
transboundary basin area operating with an arrangement for water cooperation, out of 129 countries reporting
on SDG indicator 6.5.2, 76 indicated “resources constraints” as one of the main challenges faced in cooperating
on transboundary waters. Moreover, the lack of financial resources has been identified by a number of
countries as one of the main challenges they face to implement arrangements

Therefore, to ensure sustainable cooperation for peace and shared development around water, particularly in
the context of climate change, it is important to develop innovative financing mechanisms. Such financing
systems can play an important role in fostering transboundary and cross-border cooperation for water
management and can also help addressing funding gaps, encourage investment, and support collaborative
initiatives aimed at sustainable water resource management.

In addition, Innovative finance mechanisms offer opportunities to mobilize diverse sources of funding,
incentivize collaboration, and address the complexities of financing transboundary and cross-border
cooperation for sustainable water management. By combining different financial instruments and approaches,
stakeholders can catalyze investments and facilitate the implementation of essential water-related projects
while ensuring long-term environmental and social benefits

Considering these opportunities and challenges, this session is design to address the following key aspects: (1)
reinforce basin organizations and support their efforts for inclusive, sustainable and integrated water
resources management, (2) mobilize adequate public financial resources, as well as those of development
partnerships, to invest in transboundary and cross-border infrastructures and to develop «blue» and «green»
jobs, in particular for young people, women, vulnerable and marginalized communities, (3) encourage
innovative financing mechanisms and private sector investment in transboundary and cross-border, (4)

How to Accelerate the Funding and Financing of Transboundary Water Cooperation and Basin Development?, https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-
05/ECE%20 MP.WAT 72 web final 7.3.2023.pdf, 23022024
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advance international financing models to generate more investment in transboundary and cross-border
projects and programs to foster peace and community resilience.

Discussions during the session should lead to the following outcomes:

The main innovative financing and funding which can be mobilize for transboundary water

cooperation

Opportunities and challenges of these various innovative financing and funding
Successful experiences and challenges of basin organizations in mobilizing financial resources
o The main financial needs at basin level to enhance cooperation and sustainable development
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