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HLP Session Description including objectives and expected outcomes (500 words

maximum):

The private sector plays a huge role in meeting SDG6 targets — as a provider of water and
sanitation services, a user of water and producer of wastewater, while it fulfils many of
society’s essential needs. But businesses can put SDG6 targets at risk if they don’t manage
water and wastewater appropriately and without appropriate oversight and public
accountability.

There is absolute necessity for businesses to embed sustainable water use into their
strategies and long-term plans, and a growing number of companies are adopting ambitious
and robust public water stewardship commitments. Simultaneously, Governments and
public authorities have the challenge of regulating the trade-offs of water allocation and use;
between economic progress and societal and environmental protection.

This High-Level Panel examines the opportunities for collaboration between government
and the private sector to solve shared water stewardship challenges and achieve shared
goals. Ministers and business leaders will discuss where the right balance lies and their
shared goals to ensure simultaneous economic growth and environmental and societal
protection. The discussions will focus on how to collectively achieve:
e Freedom for business to innovate.
e Conditions business need to establish operations in countries and establish long-
term public-private-partnerships.
e Protection for all communities and fair allocations of water resources.
e Legal and regulatory frameworks that helps to maintain public trust and confidence
in both public authorities and the private sector.

The High-Level Panel will include a reflection on existing private sector commitments, for
example through the Water Action Agenda, to understand how the private sector contributes
to national and SDG6 targets responsibly. The discussions will be carried out through the
lens of water’s multiple values - and how the private sector and governments collectively
understand and contribute to the principles of valuing water. The principles include:

(i) recognize and embrace water’s multiple values to different groups

(i) reconcile values and build trust

(iii) protect the water sources

(iv) educate to empower

(v) invest and innovate.
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The questions that the speakers will cover and will be asked to the panel, include:

Do governments and businesses truly account for water used in the value chain?
Where can regulation help improve accountability and how can the public sector
better take advantage of growing private sector action on water stewardship?

Are water resources and services truly being planned, deployed and managed
effectively with full knowledge of the costs of water production — the value of water
‘hidden’ inside products and services consumed every day?

How can authorities and regulators enable the untapped sources of value hidden
inside the water and wastewater value chains to be unlocked, to catalyse even more
innovation, job creation and mitigation and adaption to climate change impacts?

Objectives

¢ Ministers to set their expectations on private users of water to help step up
progress to national water and sanitation and SDG6 goals.

e Business leaders to explain their commitments to water stewardship and
discuss the role of regulatory frameworks, tools and accountability measures.

e For private sector and governments to agree further cooperation on specific
aspects of policy frameworks, regulation and legislation for water stewardship.

Outcomes

Agreement: To develop regional regulator-business partnerships to share
knowledge, build capacity and expertise, that promotes working with private sector.
This includes a proposal for AMCOW, AQUAFED, and other partners to launch a
pilot programme in Africa.

Declaration: Governments and the private sector should step up their efforts to
support delivery of private sector stewardship commitments, with appropriate
regulatory frameworks, better accountability from businesses and stronger enabling
environments to attract more private capital and investment in their water and
sanitation sectors.
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